THE ARIZONA DISASTELE.

MORE PEOTLE THANW REPORTED BE~-
LIEVED TO HAVE BEEN DROIWNED.

PRESCOTT, Arizong, Feb. 23.—No definite newsa
has yet reached here of the loss of life or the
damage caused by the brealk yesterday of the |
Walnut Grove dam. Arihur Allen, formerly in
the enterpriso, and John MoDonald, owner of
the Blue Dick mine, have just returned from
the Deozoris Divide, fourtecn miles south of the
town, irom where & view of the dam could be
nad. With their powerful glasses the break in
the stonewolk of the dam was plainly secn.
The break is sloped to the eastward, leaving

the lmmpression that the main break was on the
oasb side.

There ocan be no estimate of the loss of life or
property yet, but the latter will reach into
millions, while the loss of life will withone
doubt be pgreat, as many of the families wero
living near the stream in the narrow oalfions,
The eontirmation of tho news or tho 1088 of tho
big dam has heightened the oxcitoment, and
more definite news is now anxiously awaited,
but as the wires are now down neap Prescots
Junetion, it is hardly probable that any aadi-
tional information wiil be received to-night.

Not the slightest doubt had been entertained
of the safciy of the dam which gave way
yesterday, and numerous houses had been
erected by miners at various places along the
course of the stream. These were uplifted by
the raging waters as though they had been
corks, and floated down stream until they were
dashed to pisaces.

The tirst intimation of the disaster was a
sound resembling thauder, and at the same in-
atant a perpendicular wall ot water, fully fifty
feot hign., came rushing down the narrow val-
ley with alinest 1mceredtble speed. Fortunately
there were comparatively few Dpeople living
near the bottom of the hillsides, and of these &
large number were warned by the awful sound
and escaped to higher ground.

Tho wvalley widens above Wickenburg and
much of the town lies npon the lowlands close
10 the course of the stream, and it is almost
certain thait the vast body of water which
rushod out of the reservoir has carried away
many houseg at that place. It is believed here
that fully as many people were drowned there
as immediately below the dam.

The ruined dam is cut froin the top almost to
the bottom, as though a section had been
dragged ouy, and the water above is only 2 few
feet Aeep. Hoovy roins have tallen tor several
days, and Friday night it was apparent that the
water in the lake was approaching the danger
Iine. The rain continued throughous the niz ht,
and early yoesterday morning the water rose to
the top of the dam and cut a small passage near
the centre, whichrapidly widened and deepened
a3 the water pourad over it, until in less than
twenly minutes the littie stream had become a
roaring cataraet.

‘The storage comparny is blaimned for not hav-
ing provided a sulliciont outlet for the water in
timucs of dangexr. The only way of letiing off
water was through the tlume, and this afforded
no appreciable relletf. This is the #rat of the
great storage reservoirs prejaoted in the Terrl-
ritory, and it is beliesved that yvosterday’s adis-
aster will operate to discourage the construc-
tion of similer dams.

A courier who brought telegrams for the own-
ers of the Walnut Grove bam notifying them
of thelr loss arrived about 8 o’cloc¢k last night,
and left immediately after daylight this morn-
ing. He ocould give but few particulars further
than to report the namber of the missing, five
vodies having been recovered and identiticd
when' he lett. The distance to0 the storage
dam from Prescott by the shortest trail
is  forty miies, while the service dam,
where _ employes were situated, is
fifreen miles 1urther down the stream, Imme-
diately on the receipt of the news here Adjt.
Gen. O'Neil started ror thescone of the disaster
with two surgoeons 10 care for thie sutforers and
to superintend the burial of the dead, A repro-
gontative of the Journal Miner, a locul paper,
accompanied the party and will send a special
gourier with particulars, but 1t will take
ngenny-four hours or longer to make the round

ip.

Yesterday’s courior oameo from the lower
dam, and, a8 the road does not ¢ome oy the
upper dam, it was only surmised thas it had
givenr away on account of the immense quau-
tity of water. A morc hopeful feeling oxists
this evening on account ot nomnews_ being re-
cvelved direot that the upper dam has given
way. ltis now hovped that tho reservoir 1s still
intact, and that the-flood was caused vy opan--
iny one of the gates to relieve 16 from the
threatening danger, « o
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